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SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
1. Write your composition in the spaces provided.
Write a composition about:
A time you helped someone in need.
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SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
Answer ALL questions in this section.
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE
2. Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
A long, long time ago, Tortoise and Eagle were neighbours. Tortoise was known for his slow pace, while Eagle was celebrated for his swift flight. Despite their differences, they lived peacefully side by side.
One year, a great drought struck the land. The river dried up, the plants withered, and food became scarce. Tortoise, unable to travel far, began to suffer greatly. Eagle, seeing his neighbour's plight, felt a pang of pity.
"My friend Tortoise," called Eagle from the sky, "I can fly far and wide. I will search for food for both of us."
Tortoise looked up, his eyes filled with gratitude. "That is very kind of you, Eagle. I do not know what I would do without your help."
Every day, Eagle would fly to distant lands, where rain had fallen, and bring back juicy fruits and fresh leaves for Tortoise. He shared generously, never asking for anything in return.
One day, Tortoise asked, "How can I ever repay your kindness, Eagle?"
Eagle smiled. "Your friendship is payment enough, my friend. But if you wish, you can tell me stories of the land when the rains return. I only see it from above."
And so, they survived the drought together, one sharing his ability to fly, the other his gift of storytelling. Their friendship, tested by hardship, became stronger than ever. And that is the end of their story.
(a) Identify the following in this story. (2 marks)
i. Opening formula
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

ii. Closing formula
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two things you would do to make the characters sound different. (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(c) What does Tortoise say in the story that shows he is grateful? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story.
(i) Contrast (1 mark)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
 (ii) Dialogue (1 mark)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________




TASK 3: POETRY
3. Read the poem below and then answer the questions that follow. (5 marks)
My Busy Hands
My hands are busy all the day, 
They help me work and help me play. 

They hold a book, they write my name, 
They clap along in every game.

They build with blocks, they draw and paint, 
They tie my shoes without complaint. 

They wave hello, they wave goodbye, 
My busy hands, they reach so high!
(a) How many lines are in this poem? (1 mark)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
 (b) Identify two examples of verbs used in the poem. (2 marks)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(c) What is the main idea of this poem? (2 marks)

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

TASK 4: DRAMA
4. Read the section of a grade 8 act below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
Act One 
Scene Two
(Morning. A classroom. MS. ELIZABETH, the teacher, stands at the front. The learners are seated.)
MS. ELIZABETH: Good morning, class. Today, we have a new learner joining us. Please welcome, Kwame.
(Kwame walks shyly to the front of the classroom. He looks nervous.)
MS. ELIZABETH: Kwame has just moved to our village. I hope you will all make him feel welcome. Kwame, you can take the empty seat next to Aisha.
(Kwame walks to the seat. Aisha smiles at him kindly. Some other learners stare or whisper.)
BEN: (Whispering loudly to his friend) Look, he seems scared!
MS. ELIZABETH: Ben! That is not kind. Remember what we discussed about being welcoming?
BEN: (Looks down) Sorry, Madam.
MS. ELIZABETH: (To the class) It's not easy being new. Let's think about how we would feel. Aisha, thank you for smiling at Kwame. Class, I expect you all to help Kwame feel at home. If he needs help, please offer it. Understood?
CLASS: Yes, Madam.
MS. ELIZABETH: Good. Now, let's begin our lesson...
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

(b) What is the main challenge faced by Kwame in this scene? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Ms. Elizabeth. (4 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
 (d) What shows that Aisha is a welcoming person in this scene? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
TASK 5: NOVELLA
5. Read the section of a novella below and then answer the questions that follow. (10 marks)
The old woman's hut stood at the edge of the forest, smoke curling lazily from its thatched roof. Leo approached cautiously, his heart a mixture of hope and fear. He had heard stories of the wise woman, stories that said she could help those with troubled minds.
He knocked softly. The door creaked open, revealing a small, dimly lit room filled with the scent of herbs and drying leaves. The old woman sat by the fire, her face wrinkled like dry riverbeds, her eyes sharp and knowing.
"Enter, child," she rasped, her voice like dry leaves skittering on the ground. "I have been expecting you."
Leo stepped inside, the warmth of the fire a welcome contrast to the cool air outside. "How... how did you know?" he asked, surprise in his voice.
"The forest speaks to me," she said, smiling faintly. "It tells me who seeks guidance." She gestured to a stool opposite her. "Sit. Tell me what weighs upon your heart."
Leo sat, finding comfort in her calm presence. He began to speak, telling her about the worries that kept him awake at night, the decisions that felt too heavy for his young shoulders. The old woman listened patiently, occasionally nodding, her eyes never leaving his face. As he spoke, the scent of the herbs seemed to soothe his troubled thoughts.
When he finished, a great weight seemed to lift from him. The old woman smiled again. "The path is clearer when you share the burden, my child. Now, let us talk about the steps you can take."
 (a) What is the setting of the story? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(b) Describe two character traits of the old woman. (4 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
 (c) Apart from Leo, name one other character mentioned or present in this section. (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(d) What is the purpose of the dialogue between Leo and the old woman? (2 marks)
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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ANSWERS
SECTION A: COMPOSITION (15 MARKS)
TASK 1: COMPOSITION
· Brainstorming: Think of a specific instance where you genuinely helped someone who was in need. It could be a classmate, a family member, a stranger, or even an animal.
· Sensory Details: Describe the situation vividly. What did you see, hear, and feel? Engage the reader's senses to make the experience more real.
· Show, Don't Tell: Instead of saying "The person was sad," describe their teary eyes and slumped shoulders.
· Your Actions: Clearly explain what you did to help. Be specific about your actions and the process involved.
· The Impact: Describe the effect of your help on the person. How did they react? How did you feel afterward?
· Reflection: Conclude your composition by reflecting on the experience. What did you learn from it? Why is it important to help others?
· Structure: Organize your composition with a clear beginning (setting the scene), middle (describing the event), and end (reflecting on the experience).
· Language: Use varied vocabulary and sentence structures to make your writing engaging. Pay attention to grammar and spelling.
SAMPLE COMPOSITION BASED ON THE THEME

A Time I Helped Someone in Need
The afternoon sun beat down with a fierce intensity as I walked home from school. The dusty path shimmered, and the air hung heavy and still. As I rounded a bend near the market, I noticed a small commotion. An elderly woman had stumbled, her walking stick clattering to the ground, and a basket of mangoes had spilled, scattering the golden fruit across the uneven earth.
Several people hurried past, seemingly preoccupied with their own errands. A pang of sympathy struck me. The woman looked frail and disoriented, her face etched with worry. Without hesitation, I rushed towards her.
"Mama, are you alright?" I asked, gently helping her to sit down on the edge of the path. Her hand trembled as she reached out to steady herself. "Oh, thank you, child," she said, her voice thin and shaky. "My leg just gave way."
The mangoes lay scattered, some already attracting flies. "Let me help you with these," I offered, and began to gather the fruit. A few were bruised, but most were still intact. Carefully, I placed them back into her woven basket.
As I worked, I noticed a small cut on her knee, a trickle of blood seeping through her thin fabric. "Mama, you've hurt your knee," I said with concern. She looked down, a sigh escaping her lips. "It's nothing, child. Just a little scrape."
However, it didn't look like "nothing" to me. I remembered seeing a small first-aid kit at a nearby shop. "Wait here, Mama," I said. "I'll be right back."
I ran to the shop and quickly explained the situation to the shopkeeper, who readily gave me a small bandage and some antiseptic wipes. Returning to the elderly woman, I carefully cleaned the wound and applied the bandage.
Relief washed over her face. "Oh, you are a kind soul," she said, her eyes filled with gratitude. "I don't know what I would have done without your help."
I helped her to her feet, retrieving her walking stick. She leaned on it heavily but seemed more stable. I offered to carry her basket, and together, we slowly walked towards her home, which was just a little further down the path.
As we walked, she told me stories about her grandchildren and her life in the village. By the time we reached her small mud-brick house, I felt a warmth spread through me that had nothing to do with the harsh sun.
Saying goodbye, I continued my walk home, a sense of quiet satisfaction filling me. It was a simple act of kindness, a small gesture of help for someone in need. Yet, the gratitude in the elderly woman's eyes and the feeling of having made a positive difference lingered with me long after the dusty path disappeared behind me. It was a reminder that even small acts of compassion can have a significant impact and that helping others is its own reward.
SECTION B: LITERARY ANALYSIS (35 MARKS)
TASK 2: ORAL LITERATURE (10 marks)
(a) i. Opening formula: "A long, long time ago,"
ii. Closing formula: **"And that is the end of their story."**
(b) Imagine you are to tell this story to your friends. Give two things you would do to make the characters sound different: * Varying voice pitch: I would make Eagle's voice sound higher and perhaps more energetic to reflect his swiftness, while Tortoise's voice would be lower and slower to match his pace. * Using different tones: I would use a tone of concern and kindness when Eagle speaks to Tortoise in need, and a tone of gratitude and respect when Tortoise replies.
(c) What does Tortoise say in the story that shows he is grateful? "That is very kind of you, Eagle. I do not know what I would do without your help." and later "How can I ever repay your kindness, Eagle?"
(d) Give an example of each of the following features of style in this story. (i) Contrast: "Tortoise was known for his slow pace, while Eagle was celebrated for his swift flight."
(ii) Dialogue:
**"My friend Tortoise," called Eagle from the sky, "I can fly far and wide. I will search for food for both of us."**
**Tortoise looked up, his eyes filled with gratitude. "That is very kind of you, Eagle. I do not know what I would do without your help."**
(e) What moral lesson do we learn from this story? The story teaches us about the importance of kindness, compassion, and friendship, especially in times of need. It also shows that individuals with different abilities can help each other and that true friendship is its own reward.
TASK 3: POETRY (5 marks)
(a) How many lines are in this poem? There are twelve lines in this poem.
(b) Identify two examples of verbs used in the poem. * help * hold * write * clap * build * draw * paint * tie * wave * reach
(c) What is the main idea of this poem? The main idea of this poem is to highlight the many useful actions and activities that the speaker's hands are involved in throughout the day, emphasizing their importance in work and play.
TASK 4: DRAMA (10 marks)
(a) Where do the events in this scene of the play take place? The events in this scene take place in a classroom.
(b) What is the main challenge faced by Kwame in this scene? The main challenge faced by Kwame in this scene is being the new learner and feeling nervous and out of place in a new environment, as indicated by him walking shyly and looking nervous, and some learners staring or whispering.
(c) With examples, identify two character traits of Ms. Elizabeth. * Kind and Welcoming: Ms. Elizabeth explicitly asks the class to welcome Kwame ("Please welcome, Kwame.") and expresses her hope that they will make him feel welcome ("I hope you will all make him feel welcome."). She also praises Aisha for smiling at Kwame ("Aisha, thank you for smiling at Kwame."). * Authoritative and in Control: Ms. Elizabeth addresses Ben's unkind behavior directly and firmly ("Ben! That is not kind.") and reminds the class of their previous discussions ("Remember what we discussed about being welcoming?"). She also gives clear instructions and expects them to be followed ("Class, I expect you all to help Kwame feel at home. If he needs help, please offer it. Understood?").
(d) What shows that Aisha is a welcoming person in this scene? Aisha smiles at Kwame kindly when he takes the empty seat next to her. This simple gesture indicates her friendly and welcoming nature towards the new learner.
TASK 5: NOVELLA (10 marks)
(a) What is the setting of the story? The setting of the story is at the edge of a forest, specifically at the old woman's hut, which is described as small and dimly lit, filled with the scent of herbs and drying leaves, with a fire burning inside.
(b) Describe two character traits of the old woman. * Wise and Knowing: The novella states that Leo had heard stories of the wise woman who could help those with troubled minds. Her eyes are described as "sharp and knowing," and she says, "I have been expecting you," suggesting a sense of intuition or perhaps even mystical awareness. * Calm and Comforting: Despite her raspy voice, the old woman's presence is described as calming for Leo. He finds comfort in her calm presence as he shares his worries. Her patient listening and occasional nodding further contribute to this sense of tranquility and understanding.
(c) Apart from Leo, name one other character mentioned or present in this section. The old woman is the other character present in this section.
(d) What is the purpose of the dialogue between Leo and the old woman? The purpose of the dialogue is to establish the old woman as a source of guidance and comfort for Leo. It allows Leo to express his worries and for the old woman to offer a listening ear and begin the process of helping him find clarity and solutions to his problems. The dialogue also reveals aspects of both characters' personalities and their interaction.

